Blanket Cape

Designed by Melissa Ludden Hankens

Brown Sheep Nature spun sport weight yarn is an excellent choice for this project. It’s

soft and squishy and will full to give your fabric some added density when run
through the washer and dryer. The tracking that appears in the finishing process looks
like some tricky weave structure, but it is really just the movement of the yarns in this
plain weave fabric.
I wove this project on my Baby Wolf but it could easily be woven on your 20” or
25” Flip rigid heddle loom. If you decide to weave a twill, keep in mind that you’ll
need to set the warp bit more closely, thus requiring additional yarn.
Project Details
Warp length: 5 yards
Total warp ends: 302
EPI: 12
PPI: 12
Width in reed: 25”. Feel free to weave narrower fabric. A 20” wide warp will be just
fine, and you may be happy with an even narrower width if you are more diminutive
(hello Wolf Pup!). I’m on the taller side, and the 25” width in reed was more than
generous.
Weave structure: Plain weave
For shaft looms, thread 1-2-3-4-repeat. Tie-up for plain weave is 1-3 (a), 2-4 (b).
Treadling sequence is a, b, repeat.
Equipment: Schacht Spindle Baby Wolf Floor Loom. You could also weave this
project on a 20” or 25” Flip Loom. You’ll also need a warping board and 4 shuttles.
Yarn: Brown Sheep Nature Spun sport weight yarn. For warp you’ll need 1,120
yards of Bamboo (light green), 240 yards of Wood Moss (brown), 120 yards of Spiced
Berry (dark plum), and 30 yards of French Clay (orange). For weft you’ll need about a

1238 yards of Bamboo, 75 yards of Moss Wood, 37 yards of Spiced Berry, and 10
yards of French Clay.
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These colors are just a suggestion. Keep in mind that if you are weaving this on

your Flip loom, you’ll likely have less loom waste than I did using my Baby Wolf
(I estimated 27” of loom waste here.) Nature Spun sport weight yarn comes reasonably priced on cones of 1,656 yards per cone or balls of 184 yards.
Warp Color Plan: 24 ends of Wood Moss, 12 ends of Spiced Berry, 6 ends
French Clay, 12 ends Spiced Berry, 24 ends Wood Moss, 224 ends of Bamboo.
Weaving: Weave 30 picks Bamboo, 24 picks Wood Moss, 12 picks Spiced Berry,
6 picks French Clay, 12 picks Spiced Berry, 24 picks Wood Moss. Weave with
Bamboo until you are about 6” from the end of the weave-able warp. Weave a
border to match: 24 picks Wood Moss, 12 picks Spiced Berry, 6 picks French
Clay, 12 picks Spiced Berry, 24 picks Wood Moss, 30 picks Bamboo.
Assembly and Finishing: After removing the cloth from the loom, I used my
sewing machine to stitch along the raw edges of the fabric. I then trimmed the
loom waste. You could consider a fringed edge if you’d like a bit of embellishment. If so, this stitching may not be necessary, but you should secure your fringe
prior to washing. Save your thrums if you want to add extra fringe.
Fold your cloth in half length-wise to find the mid-point and mark with a pin at
each edge, then machine stitch across the fabric just above and just below the pins
to create a cutting channel. You can now safely cut your fabric in half between the
two lines of stitching, which will keep your newly-cut edges secure.
Now it’s time to do a bit of sewing. I used thread, but you could also use leftover

yarn. Butt the two pieces of fabric together, right sides facing. Determine which
edge will be the back of your cape, and hand stitch the edges together to create the
back seam. I sewed together about 1/3 of the length of the fabric, but you should
sew as much as you need to create a back that fits you just right. I did a bit of
extra stitching to reinforce the top of the seam, as it will get pulled at a bit as you
wear your cape. That’s it! Now to the washing machine (or not)!
Please consider this more drastic step optional. I wanted a slightly denser fabric,

but if you are happy with what you have, a gentle hand washing and air-drying is
fine. Skipping the fulling process might be a good idea if you don’t want your
fabric dimensions to shrink too much. My fabric shrank about 25% lengthwise
and 20% widthwise after a run through the washing machine and dryer.
I have a front-loading machine, and I washed my cape on a regular warm setting.
This was followed by a full cycle in the dryer. However, I recommend keeping an
eye on your cape throughout the process, checking often. I found that this particu-

lar yarn fulls slowly at this sett. I was pleased with the end result after one run
through the washer and one through the dryer.
After washing and drying, I re-cut the edges to create a clean line (the fulling
should keep your threads in place). I happen to like raw edges aesthetically, and I
like how the flow of fabric feels uninterrupted. You could hem your fabric either
before or after washing if you like a more tailored edge, or if you decide not to
full your fabric and are worried about the edges fraying.
Final Dimensions: 36” width across the back, 22” back seam. Front panels: 35”
long x 18” wide.
That’s it! Now fix yourself a cup of tea, pop on your blanket cape, and bid farewell to the winter chills. Happy Weaving!
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