
New Videos
Feature Schacht Products
Warping Your Loom. Finally, a warping video from 
master weaver and masterful teacher Madelyn van 
der Hoogt. In her fun, approachable way, Madelyn 
shows how to warp front to back, back to front, 
bobbin to beam and paddle to raddle—all on our 
friendly, easy-to-use Baby Wolf Loom. Beginners 
will feel confident to proceed; seasoned weavers 
will learn a few new tricks.
Weaving On a Rigid Heddle 
Loom: How to get set-up in a 
hurry and weave just about 
anything you can think of, by 
our very own Jane Patrick. 
This two-disk set takes you 
from warping to weaving and 
covers many of the techniques 
featured in Jane’s book, The Weaver’s Idea Book. 
Instructions for a cheerful sampler are included.

The Sidekick...
Your New Best Friend
Due out this coming May, the Sidekick spinning 

wheel is our answer to what we know spinners on 

the go want in a folding spinning wheel: a superior 

spinner, solid but lightweight, comfortable to spin 

on, and easy to fold and unfold.  Our 13-3/4" drive 

wheel allows for ratios between 4.25:1 and 15.25:1. 

Scotch tension with a precise tension control knob. 

The Sidekick comes with 3 bobbins, 2 whorls, a 

threading hook, and carrying strap. Matchless and 

Ladybug Spinning wheel owners can purchase the 

Sidekick without the bobbins, flyer, and whorls. 

Also available: Sidekick Bulky Plyer Flyer. Give 

the Sidekick a spin at your favorite Schacht dealer.

Retail prices: 

Sidekick—$785 

Sidekick W/O bobbins/whorls/flyer—$665

Sidekick Bulky Plyer Flyer Kit—$260
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Our New 
Schacht Logo
After 40 years, we decid-
ed to freshen up our en-
dearing Schacht Sheep. 
We wanted something 
that would print clearly, 
be more streamlined, 
but still showcase our 
famous flock. We’re 
delighted with the new 
look and hope you will 
be, too. You’ll start to 
see our new mark laser-
engraved on our Match-
less Spinning Wheel, 
and wood-burned, as 
always, on our looms 
and weaving and spin-
ning tools.

Need some info?  The support section on our website 

offers help in many areas. Check it out for helpful hints, 

product manuals, troubleshooting, serial number history, 

and frequently asked questions.  schachtspindle.com/

support
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New  
Cricket Bag
Our New Cricket Bag 
now makes it easier to 
take our popular Cricket 
Loom with you. Our 
Cricket Bags are made 
of handwoven Guate-
malan fabric by Mayan 
Hands cooperative. The 
Cricket fits sideways into 
the bag with room for 
accessories. The outside 
pocket provides a place 
for a magazine or ad-
ditional accessories. The 
bag is available in three 
fabrics: rainbow, bronze, 
and bright. Retail price: 
$50.
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Conferences and Gatherings: 
Get Inspired!
There’s nothing like getting together with fellow 
enthusiasts to inspire and regenerate. Here’s a list 
of some of this season’s offerings.
April 15-17

Columbia Gorge Fiber Festival
Hood River, Oregaon
www.lavendersheep.com/cgff.html
April 15-16

Spring Fling in Alaska
Wasilla, Alaska
www.fibernicealaska.com
May 7-8

Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival
Howard County Fair Grounds
West Friendship, Maryland
www.sheepandwool.org
May 13-15

Conference of N. CA Handweavers (CNCH)
Spin Me a Story, Weave Me a Tale
Sutter Creek, California
www.cnch.org
May 14

Michigan Fiber Fiesta
Greenville, Michigan
www.mifiberfiesta.yolasite.com

June 9-12

Estes Park Wool Market
Estes Park, Colorado
www.estesnet.com
June 23-25

Midwest Weavers Conference 
Northern Wefts
Hancock, Michigan
www.midwestweavers.org
June 11-12

Iowa Sheep and Wool Festival
www.iowasheep.com
July 14-17

New England Weavers Seminar
North Hampton, Massachusetts
www.newenglandweaversseminar.com
July 21-24

Intermountain Weavers Conference
Durango, CO
intermountainweavers.org

August 9-14

Michigan League of Handweavers Workshop and 
Conference
Holland, Michigan
www.mlhguild.com
August 25-28

Stitches Midwest
Schaumberg, IL
www.knittinguniverse.com
September 25-October 2

Wool Festival at Taos
Taos, New Mexico
www.taoswoolfestival.org
October 1-8

Spin-Off Autumn Retreat (SOAR)
Manchester, New Hampshire
www.interweavesoar.com
October 20-23

Stitches East
Hartford, Connecticut
www.knittinguniverse.com

This is only a few of the events happening in the 
new months. For a more complete list visit the 
Spinning and Weaving Association website: www.
spinweave.org/news/festivals.html.
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Fun and Funky Felted Pillow 
Designed by Gail Matthews and Stephanie Flynn-
Sokolov
Woven and Finished by Gail Matthews
Project Notes 
A version of this project first appeared in the 
June 2006 Schacht web newsletter. Gail varied 
the original design by threading and weaving the 
background colors randomly. This creates a lively 
surface that blends together in the felting pro-
cess. This is an easy pick-up stick project. Instead 
of cutting the long floats as in the original, Gail 
responded to the lively textural contrast between 
the dense felted wool and the rayon ribbon wafting 
in and out.

Materials
Warp and Background Weft: Brown Sheep Nature 
Spun sport weight yarn at 1,682 yd/lb, 350 yards 
(2 balls) each 207 Alpine Violet and N62S Am-
ethyst
Supplementary Weft: 45 yards (1 ball) each of – 
Nature Spun sport weight 109S Spring Green and 
Nature Spun sport weight 103 Deep Sea, 35 yards 
(1 ball) Trendsetter Yarns Checkmate ribbon 
#1550 Moss and Aqua at 640 yd/lb.
Equipment: 20" rigid heddle loom with a 10-dent 
reed; 2 – 25" pick-up sticks;
3 – 16" stick shuttles.
E.P.I.: 10.
Width in reed: 20"
Number of warp ends: 200
Warp Length: 2 yards, in-
cludes 28" for take-up and 
loom waste.
Warp the loom 20" wide 
with Amethyst and Alpine 
Violet. Randomly thread 
the colors in the warp.
Weaving 
For the back of pillow and plain weave ground, 
randomly alternate Amethyst and Alpine Violet.  
For supplementary weft, use two strands of Spring 
Green, two strands of Deep Sea, and one strand of  
Checkmate ribbon wound together on one shuttle.

The long floats are tied down at intervals. The two 
colors of the warp are distinct at this point, but 
will blend together during the felting process.
Pick-up Patterns
Pick-up stick A: skip (7 down) 2 up, 10 down (2 up, 
7 down). This pick-up stick will stay in place while 
you are weaving the pillow front. 
Pick-up stick B: (13 down), 2 up, 10 down (2 up, 13 
down). You will need to remove this pick-up stick 
and re-pick the sequence each time you weave 
Pattern B.
Pattern A:
1. pick-up stick A (supplementary weft)
2. up
3. down
3. repeat 1 and 3 three more times 
4. pick-up stick A (a total of 5 supplementary weft 
rows).
Pattern B:
1. pattern stick B (supplementary weft).
2. up
3. down
4. repeat 1-3 three more times.
5. pick-up stick B (a total of 5 supplementary weft 
rows).
Weave Pillow Front
1. Weave 2" plain weave.
2. Weave Pattern A with supplementary weft.
3. Weave 10 rows of plain weave with  
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Original version of pillow with felted and 
cut floats. 
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Amethyst and Alpine Violet.
4. Weave Pattern B with supplementary weft.
5. Weave 10 rows of plain weave with Amethyst 
and Alpine Violet.
6. Repeat steps 2-5 three more times for a total of 
four times.
7. Weave Pattern A (for a total of 5 repeats).
8. Weave 2" plain weave.
Weave Pillow Back
Weave 24" of plain weave for the pillow back, 
randomly alternating Amethyst and Alpine Violet 
weft.
Finishing 
The pillow fabric was felted by hand. Dunk the 
fabric in hot water with some laundry detergent, 
gently agitate by hand for a couple of minutes then 
rinse in cool water. Repeat this process until the 
fabric is as firm as you want it to be. It took several 
minutes before the fabric started felting, but once 
started, it felted very quickly. Expect about 40% 
shrinkage. The 20" warp width made a 12"–wide 
pillow.
Assembly
You will need a needle, 
matching sewing thread,  
and a 3" piece of hook & 
loop tape (Velcro).
Cut apart the fabric for the 
pillow front and back. 

Pillow Front: Measure the width of the fabric 
for the pillow front and cut the length to match, 
making a square (figure 1). Align the square so 
that the supplementary weft floats are arranged 
symmetrically within the square. The size of the 
square will depend on the amount of felting. 
Pillow Backs: Cut two pieces from the pillow back 
fabric. Each piece should be 2-3" wider than half 
the width of your pillow front.
For a 12" square pillow front, back pieces should 
be 8-9" wide, allowing the back pieces to overlap 
2-3". If your fabric is not very felted, allow an extra 
inch to fold over a long edge on one of the back 
pieces (figure 2, left). If your fabric is very thick 
and stable, you won’t need to do this.
Attach the hook side of the Velcro strip to the 
center of the long edge of one back piece; it will 
adhere to the felted fabric to keep the pillow back 
closed. If you are folding over the edge of one back 

piece, attach the Velcro to the wrong side of the 
folded edge. Lay this first piece of the pillow back 
on top of the pillow front fabric, aligning it with 
the right edge of the front. 
Lay the second piece of the back over the first 
piece, aligning it with the left side of the pillow 
front. Stitch all the way around the square and 
trim the corners. Unhook the Velcro strip and 
turn the pillow right side out.
Fill the pillow with a purchased pillow form, or 
make one out of muslin and fill with polyester 
fiberfill. 
To finish the edges of the pillow, make a twisted 
cord out of  6-8 strands of Amethyst and Alpine 
Violet. Use the Incredible Rope Machine or follow 
the directions given in Compendium of Finishing 
Techniques by Naomi McNeely. Hand sew the 
twisted cord to the edges. 
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