
  

TM

Find out more at schachtspindle.com  
Schacht Spindle Co., Inc.  6101 Ben Place  Boulder, CO 80301   303.442.3212   

 ©2014 Schacht Spindle Co., Inc.

News from the Ewes    J U LY  2 0 1 4

When the weather warms enough 
to open the windows, they are 
thrown open with great ceremony 
here in Salem. We see some of 
our neighbors for the first time in 
months, and there is much talk about 
how much the kids have all grown 
over the winter. Of course there 
are some drawbacks to living in an 
urban area. For one, the houses in 
our historic neighborhood are rather close together, 
so creating a sense of privacy without closing up the 
house is important.

My goal was to create a fabric that looked like 
screen using a summer-weight fiber. I wanted the 
weave structure to allow air to flow through the 
fabric, but not be so sheer that you could see through 
the curtains. I decided to weave with hemp, a bast 
fiber similar to linen, that when washed, air-dried, and 
pressed, has a crisp finish that shows off this simple 
pattern.

I am thoroughly enjoying weaving with Lunatic 
Hemp Yarn. The recommended sett is 15 ends per 
inch for lace and plain weave and 18 ends per inch 

•

for twills. (This yarn is similar in 
weight to 5/2 cotton.) lunatic 
fringeyarns.com/HempandLinen.
php

Project Details
These curtains, two panels for 

a single window, were woven on a 
20" Flip rigid heddle loom using 
an 8-dent reed. I didn’t want folds 
of fabric blocking the airflow, so I 
opted to keep my two panels fairly 
narrow. The 
warp and 
weft yarns 
are doubled, 

creating an open basket weave 
effect. Beat gently so there is 
space between each pick, thus 
creating an airy cloth. 

 

Warp/Weft Yarn: Lunatic Fringe Classic 3-ply Hemp 
(1.1lb./500g cone; 1500 ypp), 1 cone needed.

Warp Length: 130"  - this yielded 106" of finished 
fabric

Sett: 16 ends per inch using an 8 dent rigid 
heddle, two threads in each slot and hole 

Width in reed: 17" – this yielded a 16 ¾" fabric 
that was reduced by 1" to 15 ¾" post-wash

Total warp ends: 272 (136 working ends)

Project
Yearning to Weave
Summer Curtains in Hemp

by Melissa Ludden Hankens

Get connected: Visit schachtspindle.com for helpful 

hints, project ideas, product manuals and informa-

tion. Follow our blog, like us on Facebook, pin us on 

Pinterest, visit Schacht groups on Ravelry. 

Get Spinning  
with Spinzilla

Go head-to-head with 
teams from around the 
globe. You can sign up to 
be on a team from August 
4th to September 22nd. To 
learn more visit  

Spinzilla.org.

Cherry, Cherry Christmas
We’re making a run of cherry double treadle 

Matchless spinning wheels for delivery in Novem-
ber—in time for the holidays. Order from your 
favorite dealer. Retail price: $1475.00. We’ll have 
all of the accompanying accessories.

30" Flip Ships in August
We’re adding 5" to our Flip loom for a 30" 

weaving width. We’re excited about this new width 
and especially the ratchet 
gears on both sides of the 
loom. This provides more 
braking strength we felt 
was needed for this wider 
weaving width. We’ve wo-
ven on this loom with and 
without a stand. Though it 
is possible to manage this 
wider loom against the table, we felt that it was 
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ing was invisible. If you pass your thread under an 
exposed weft pick, you 
shouldn’t be able to see 
it on the opposite side.
Pre-wash dimensions: 
16 ¾" x  106"
Post-wash dimensions: 

15 ¾" x 103"
Finished curtain dimensions: 15 ¾" x 44 ½" (1 panel) 

If you’re inspired to weave your own summer cur-
tains, there are several lovely curtain fabric drafts in 
Marguerite Porter Davison’s A Handweaver’s Pattern 
Book. Some examples are Jean Suter’s Mock Leno 
Curtains No. 37 and No. 
38 found on p. 67, Montell-
Glanzberg Mock Leno 
Curtain Cloth No. 23 on p. 
68, and Ephrata Curtain 
Material on p. 72. You can 
also check out my earlier 
curtain pattern from June 2010, issue 15. 

Happy Summer Weaving!
Melissa

Melissa Ludden Hankens is a Schacht alumna. She weaves, 

spins, cares for her young son, and lovingly restores her 

historic home in Salem, MA. You’ll find her teaching classes 

at Creative Warehouse in Needham, MA. 

You will need to consider hem allowance at both 
the top and the bottom of your curtain panels. I used 
1 ½" at the bottom and 4" at the top, though you may 
need more depending on your curtain rod.

TIP: When warping your loom, place the rigid heddle in 
the up position. As the threads in the holes are the threads 
in motion when weaving this pattern, they are either up or 
down. As such, the distance they travel from front beam to 
back beam is slightly longer than the threads in the slots. 
This can be an issue when weaving with fibers that offer 
little or no stretch like hemp and linen.

Using an 8-dent reed, your sett is 16 ends per 
inch. Thread two ends through each slot and hole. 
Wind your warp carefully, advancing in small steps to 
ensure even tension.

To weave, wrap two threads together around a 
stick shuttle so that you are passing two threads per 
pick. Beat the weft gently to keep your cloth open.

Once the cloth is off the loom, zigzag stitch the cut 
ends to secure. Wash the 
fabric the same way you 
will wash the finished 
curtains. Hang to dry.

Sew two lines of 
zig-zag stitch across the 
width of the fabric and 
cut between the lines. Double fold and press your 
hems. I hand stitched my hems so that the stitch-

Summer Curtains in Hemp
continued

more stable and easier to weave on when mounted 
on a Trestle Stand.
Flip Accessories

We’re adding a 30" Flip Trap, 30" reeds, a 30" 
Variable Dent Reed, and a new 35" Beefy pick-
up stick. Jane recommends the Beefy because it 
makes the widest shed of all of our pick-up sticks 
and the additional 5" length is necessary when 
weaving a full 30" wide.
Trestle Stand

We’re modifying the Trestle Stand to include 
an additional brace to accommodate the 30" loom. 
Should you want to retrofit an older Trestle Stand, 
you can order the 30" brace separately. 
SL2016 30” Flip the Folding Loom $360.00
SL2302 15"–30” Trestle Stand $190.00 
SL2330 30” Flip Trap $33.00
SL2144 30” Flip Reed 5 Dent $58.00
SL2145 30” Flip Reed 8 Dent $58.00
SL2146  30” Flip Reed 10 Dent $58.00
SL2147 30” Flip Reed 12 Dent $58.00
SL2164 30” Variable Dent Reed $130.00
WT6230 35” X 1 ½” Pick-Up Stick $17.50
16-061266 30" Trestle Cross Brace $9.00

The Goko Swift is Back!
Shipping late August, this 

traditional Japanese winding tool 
is just the best for winding silk 
and delicate yarns. The Goko is 
the smoothest-turning swift we’ve 
tried. Holds skeins 57" to 64" in 
circumference.  
WW7805, Goko Metal Swift, 
Retail Price: $145.00
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